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SITUATION REPORT NO. 25
INCIDENT NO. 97-003

DATE: February 7, 1997            TIME: 11:00 a.m.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER:   Winter storms and blizzard conditions statewide.

2. DEATH AND INJURIES:   No change from previous reports.

3. DAMAGES: In Nelson County, three residents reported farm buildings collapsed under the
weight of snow. Officials are determining the extent of damage.

4. RESOURCES COMMITTED: 

LOCAL: No change from previous reports.

STATE:  No change from previous reports.

FEDERAL: No change from previous reports.

5. VOLUNTEER ACTIONS: No change from previous reports.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS: Governor Schafer on February 6 requested disaster designations
designed to provide federal assistance to North Dakota businesses.  The governor asked
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary for a Secretarial Disaster
Designation, which would allow Farm Service Agency agriculture credit for farmers and
ranchers to cover physical and production losses.  Additionally, he requested a Governor’s
Certification from the Small Business Administration (SBA) for low-interest disaster loans for
non-agriculture businesses.

 As snow removal progresses, the state’s 53 counties report at least one-lane of emergency
access has been obtained for all North Dakotans.

Since N.D. National Guard snow removal efforts began January 13, a total of 334 Army and
Air Guard members have volunteered for state active duty. Presently, the National Guard has
16 missions in progress in 14 counties. These missions require staffing by 86 Army Guard
and eight Air Guard members, who are based in the field or at the State Emergency
Operations Center. Crews are operating 30 dozers, two snow blowers, 28 tractor-trailers, 26
support vehicles and one grader.   There are still three pending dozer missions. To date, 61
missions have been completed, including six N.D. Department of Transportation (N.D. DOT)
missions.

Snow removal efforts by North Dakota counties average 95 percent emergency two-lane
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access and 74 percent push back of snow, according to a February 6 report compiled by the
N.D. Division of Emergency Management.  In the northwest, 12 counties and the Fort
Berthold Indian Reservation reported an average of more than 99 percent emergency
access and 88 percent push back of snow. The 14 southwest counties and the Standing
Rock Indian Reservation averaged nearly 93 percent access and 85 percent push back of
snow.  In the northwest, 14 counties and the Spirit Lake and Turtle Mountain Indian
Reservation averaged 99 percent emergency access and nearly 67 percent push back of
snow.  In the southeast, 12 counties report nearly 87 percent emergency access and 54
percent push back of snow.

Contractors hired by the  N.D. DOT Valley City and Bismarck Districts should be released
February 7.  Contractors working for the N.D. DOT will continue in the Grand Forks and
Fargo Districts.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: No change from previous reports.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE:  No change from previous reports.

9. OTHER: The forecast for the weekend of February 8-9 calls for temperatures of 25 to 30
degrees and dry, mild conditions. The National Weather Service forecasts seasonable
temperatures through February 11.

The State Emergency Operations Center will be staffed during the February 8-9 weekend.

The N.D. Division of Emergency Management’s Situation Reports and photos of snow
removal efforts are posted on the Division’s Internet home page. The address is:
“http://www.state.nd.us/dem”.

The next Situation Report will be issued on February 10.

__________________________________
Raymond J. Staiger, Acting State Director


